
 

������������ Ph.D. Frequently Asked Ques�ons (FAQ) 
1. What is a Ph.D.? 
A Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) is the highest academic degree awarded by universi�es. It involves original 
research in a specific field, culmina�ng in a disserta�on or thesis that contributes new knowledge to the 
discipline. 
2. What are the eligibility criteria for pursuing a Ph.D.? 
Eligibility typically includes: 

 A postgraduate degree (Master's or equivalent) with at least 55% marks. 

 Qualifying entrance tests such as UGC-NET, GATE, or university-specific exams. 

 Some ins�tu�ons require a research proposal and an interview. 
3. How long does it take to complete a Ph.D.? 
A full-�me Ph.D. generally takes 3 to 5 years. Part-�me or distance Ph.D. programs may take longer, typically 5 
to 7 years. 
4. What is a research proposal, and when is it submi�ed? 
A research proposal outlines the intended research area, objec�ves, methodology, and significance. It is usually 
submi�ed a�er admission, during the ini�al coursework or registra�on phase. 
5. Is coursework mandatory in a Ph.D. program? 
Yes, as per UGC regula�ons and most interna�onal standards, candidates must complete mandatory 
coursework (typically 6–12 months), including subjects like Research Methodology and subject-specific papers. 
6. What is the difference between a thesis and a disserta�on? 

 In some countries (e.g., the U.S.), a disserta�on refers to Ph.D. work, while a thesis is for a Master’s. 

 In others (e.g., India, the UK), thesis and disserta�on are o�en used interchangeably. 
7. Can I pursue a Ph.D. part-�me or through distance mode? 
Yes, many universi�es offer part-�me or distance/online Ph.D. op�ons, especially for working professionals. 
However, they are subject to UGC or na�onal accredita�on body approval. 
8. What are the funding op�ons for Ph.D. scholars? 
Funding can include: 

 Government fellowships (e.g., UGC-JRF, CSIR, DST, ICMR). 

 University scholarships. 

 Sponsored research projects. 

 Teaching/research assistantships. 
 
9. What is the role of a Ph.D. supervisor or guide? 
A supervisor mentors you throughout the research journey—guiding topic selec�on, methodology, wri�ng, and 
publica�on. You typically need their approval at every cri�cal stage of the Ph.D. 
10. Can I change my topic or supervisor mid-way through the program? 
Yes, with valid academic reasons and ins�tu�onal approval, you can request a change in topic or guide. This 
usually requires approval from the doctoral commi�ee or board of studies. 
11. How is a Ph.D. evaluated? 

 Internal review by faculty/research commi�ee. 

 Submission of the thesis. 

 Plagiarism check (Turni�n or similar tools). 

 External examiner review. 

 Viva Voce (Oral Defense) to defend your work. 
12. Do I have to publish papers during my Ph.D.? 
Most universi�es mandate publica�on of at least one or two research ar�cles in peer-reviewed or indexed 
journals before thesis submission. 
13. What is a Ph.D. viva voce? 
A viva voce is the final oral defense of your thesis, where a panel of experts evaluates your understanding, 
research depth, and contribu�on to the field. 
14. Can a Ph.D. be revoked or canceled? 
Yes. Academic misconduct (e.g., plagiarism, fraudulent data) or failure to meet ins�tu�onal requirements can 
result in the cancella�on of your Ph.D. registra�on or revoca�on of the degree. 
15. What are the career op�ons a�er a Ph.D.? 

 Academia: Postdoctoral research, Assistant Professorship, Lecturer roles. 

 Industry: R&D, data science, consul�ng, technical leadership. 

 Government: Research ins�tu�ons, policymaking, civil services. 

 Entrepreneurship: Innova�on, start-ups, IP and patent consultancy. 
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